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Agenda

• Traffic calming and safety
• Cedar Street plan
• Sequence of events
• Discussion



Traffic calming and safety
Why do these things



Traffic Calming

• Citywide speed limit is 25 mph

• Safety zone on Cedar Street 
creates enforceable 20 mph 
speed limit 

• Signage and enforcement are 
only part of the solution

• Physical changes to the street 
are required to slow traffic 



Slow Streets are Safe Streets
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Vulnerable Road Users on Cedar Street

People on Foot 
(during peak commuting hour)

People on Bikes 
(during peak commuting hour)

121 (morning)

102 (evening)

308 (morning)

338 (evening)

Location = Cedar @ Community Path



Vehicle Speed and Volume Data

26 mph
85% of motor vehicles
top out at this speed

8,600 vehicles
Average daily traffic count

(between Warwick & Clyde)



Speed Data for Cedar Street



Crash Data for Cedar Street



Traffic Calming with Chicanes

Lowell Street Webster Avenue



Traffic Calming with Chicanes

Cambridge example: Columbia Street

• Geometry forces driver 
to move the steering 
wheel; uncomfortable 
at high speeds

• Shortens driver’s  
long-range vision, 
making long blocks 
seem shorter



Traffic Calming with Bump-outs

Elm Street Highland Avenue



Traffic Calming with Bump-outs

Highland Avenue

• Visually narrows the roadway, 
slowing cars

• Makes pedestrians waiting to 
cross more visible

• “Protects” and defines the 
parking lane

• At intersections, reduces 
speed of turning vehicles

• Provides extra space for 
amenities



“Vision Zero” Safety Framework

• Formal commitment to 
eliminate traffic deaths and 
serious injuries

• Applies to all road users, with 
a particular focus on 
vulnerable road users

• Somerville recently became 
America’s 27th Vision Zero 
municipality

https://www.somervillema.gov/visionzero



Cedar Street plan
What is planned



Plan detail – Highland to Spencer



Plan detail –Spencer to Lexington 



Plan detail –Lexington to Path  



Plan detail – Path to Warwick  



Plan detail –Warwick to Clyde  



Plan detail – Clyde to Newman 



Plan detail – Newman to Murdock 



Plan detail – Murdock to Franey



Plan detail – Franey to Broadway 



Sequence of events
What to expect



Sidewalks



Sidewalks



Sidewalks



Sidewalks – Temporary conditions



Mill & Raise castings



Mill & Raise castings



Pave



Pave



Pave



Pave



Paint



Anticipated schedule

• Board of Alderman appropriation & Chapter 90 funding - complete
• Notice of Award & initial planning – 13 September 2017
• Contract execution & Flyer distribution – 29 September 2017
• Construction
▫ Sidewalk construction - 2 October through 3 November
▫ Mill & pave – 6 through 10 November
▫ Striping – 20 November



Life keeps moving
… even during construction

• Driveway access, deliveries, moving, etc.
▫ Talk to crews and superintendent
▫ Contact Engineering Department

� Office main line
� 617.625.6600 x5400 

� Rich Raiche, Director
� 617.625.6600 x5410 
� rraiche@somervillema.gov

� Tom Vassil, Senior Engineer
� 617.625.6600 x5418
� tvassil@somervillema.gov 



Caveat Emptor 
So many goals, so little room



ADA cross-slope compliance



ADA cross-slope compliance



Trees



Discussion
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